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Alberta ns  Made  Own 

As  the  years  pass,  each  generation  expresses  the  age-old  spirit  of 
Christmas  in  the  manner  of  their  times.  These  half-century  old  pictures 
of  earlier  days  in  Alberta  will  bring  nostalgic  memories  to  oldtimers, 
and  be  of  comparative  interest  to  those  of  fewer  years. 


Edmonton  children  receiving  skates  or  toboggans  for  Christmas 
hastened  out  to  McKernan^s  Lake,  on  the  outskirts  of  town,  to  try 
them  out  earlv  on  the  Yule  dav.  Here  is  a  picture  of  the  spot, 
with  the  towering  toboggan  run,  surrounded  b\'  the  smooth  surface 
of  the  lake  used  as  a  rink. 


e  Fun  in  Earlier  Days 


Back  in  1897,  people  of  anv  communit\'  accepted  one  building  as 
their  communitv  center.  In  Edmonton,  it  was  the  Robertson's  Hall 
located  on  Jasper  Avenue  east  of  97  Street.  It  burned  in  1906. 
Until  then,  it  was  used  for  all  public  gatherings  and  for  town 
council  meetings.  Here  it  is  decorated  for  the  1896  Christmas 
Dance  staged  by  the  Oldtimers'  Association.  Note  the  silver  fox 
furs  decoratively  fringing  the  front  of  the  proscenium. 


Christmas  was  far  from  the  com- 
mercialized venture  it  is  toda)', 
back  in  1905  in  Alberta.  Purchased 
gift  giving  and  professional  enter- 
taining was  at  a  minimum  then, 
and  everyone  made  their  own  fun. 
Here  is  a  view  of  a  typical  Christ- 
mas Dav  activity  as  a  group  of 
school  children  gather  at  the 
corner  of  Jasper  Avenue  and  Grier- 
son  Street,  on  the  city's  outskirts, 
to  go  for  a  sleigh  ride.  The  straw- 
piled  sleigh  and  wagons  almost  are 
hidden  bv  the  occupants  in  their 
voluminous  wraps. 


Photos  on  this  page  are  from  the 
Ernest  Brown  Collection. 


Travel  by  dog  team  \\as  still  no  novelty  in  the  late  1800's  in 
Edmonton.  And  Christmas  Day  visiting  was  a  ritual  all  enjoyed 
back  in  those  days.  Here  is  a  view  of  a  couple  in  a  small  cutter 
drawn  by  their  dog  team,  posed  at  a  point  now  defined  as  the 
9200  block  on  Jasper  Avenue  in  Edmonton.  Such  conveyances 
were  common  in  Alberta's  winter  travel  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 


Candles  were  often  used  to  decorate  Yule  trees,  in  the  early  days  in 
Alberta,  but  were  a  decided  fire  hazard.  A  view  of  the  interior  of 
a  typical  home  in  Alberta  in  those  davs  helps  explain  the  danger 
inherent  in  use  of  any  flame.  The  hangings,  tassles,  curtains  and 
other  items  of  decorative  motif  were  each  a  distinct  peril  to  the 

homeowner. 
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Holiday  Travel,  Food,  and  Dress  Costs 
Used  to  be  Much  More  Moderate 


Cover  Picture 

CHRISTMAS  AT  HOME!  Warmth, 
family  companionship  and  the 
cheery  comfort  of  a  snug  home 
await  this  Forest  Officer  of  the 
Alberta  Government's  Department 
of  Lands  and  Forests,  as  he  is 
greeted  by  his  wife  and  son  at  the 
end  of  a  tour  of  his  district.  Staff 
members  of  many  government  de- 
partments forego  the  enjoyment  of 
Christmas  with  their  families  at 
home,  to  ensure  the  interests,  safety 
and  well  being  of  the  public  are 
protected. 


Gunn  Gobblers 
Get  Gobbled 

Turkeys  raised  at  the  Gunn  Wel- 
fare Centre,  northwest  of  Edmon- 
ton, will  grace  the  institution's  own 
Christmas  table  and  will  centre  the 
menu  at  the  province's  two  other 
hostels  for  single  men,  the  Provin- 
cial Hostel  in  Edmonton,  and 
Ogden  Hostel  in  Calgary. 

A  special  Christmas  issue  of 
smoking  materials  will  be  made  bv 
the  Single  Men's  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Welfare.  In 
addition,  the  regular  relief  re- 
cipients will  be  given  two  dollars 
in  cash  to  purchase  whatever  thev 
like.     

Local  clubs  and  organizations 
also  let  the  men  know  that  others 
are  thinking  of  them.  They  will 
put  on  entertainment  programs 
and  provide  a  gift  for  each  man.  • 


Cutting  of  Balsam  Fir  for  use  as 
Christmas  Trees  will  be  allowed  on 
a  commercial  scale  on  unoccupied 
Crown  lands  in  Alberta  for  the  first 
time  this  year. 

Forestry  officials,  in  announcing 
the  new  regulations,  said  the 
change  in  policy  is  due  to  an  over- 
populated  Balsam  Fir  growth,  and 
as  a  result  of  requests  from  numer- 
ous commercial  enterprises. 

Royalties  will  be  charged  at  the 
rate  of  three  cents  per  tree  for  trees 
two  to  three  feet;  five  cents  for 
trees  to  five  feet;  seven  cents  for 
trees  up  to  seven  feet;  eight  cents 
for  trees  up  to  nine  feet,  and  nine 
cents  for  trees  up  to  10  feet. 

Authorities  are  hopeful  that  a 
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Road  Workers 
Kept  on  Alert 

The  weather  man  decides  what 
kind  of  Christmas  will  be  had  by 
emplo\'ees  of  the  Maintenance 
Branch,  Department  of  Highways. 
If  snowstorms  should  set  in,  branch 
crews  will  be  laboring  with  their 
big  machines  to  keep  passable 
Alberta's  5,000  miles  of  highways. 

Maintenance  crews  are  on  call 
24  hours  a  day,  standing  ready  to 
forego  their  own  festivities  so  that 
the  motoring  public  may  enjoy 
theirs.  However,  if  the  weather  is 
clear,  workers  will  join  the  rest  of 
Alberta  citizens  in  enjoying  their 
Christmas  dinners  and  family  get- 
togethers. 

Because  the  volume  of  traffic 
experienced  during  the  holiday  sea- 
son is  greater  than  normal,  crews 
make  a  special  effort  to  keep  the 
province's  main  traffic  arteries 
clear.  • 

Pension  Cheques 
Mailed  Earlier 

The  Pensions  Branch  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  of  the 
Government  of  Alberta  endeavors 
to  make  Christmas  a  happier  and 
easier  time  for  those  citizens  re- 
ceiving financial  aid  from  the  Pro- 
vincial Government. 

Normally,  pension  cheques  do 
not  go  out  until  the  end  of  the 
month  but  at  Christmas  time  they 
are  mailed  some  10  days  earlier, 
to  reach  recipients  by  December  - 
20.  To  show  these  people  that 
thev  are  not  forgotten  in  the  general 
spirit  of  festivity,  each  will  receive 
a  greeting  card  along  with  the 
December  cheque.  • 


large  number  of  Balsam  will  be 
cleared  out  of  provincial  forest 
lands  this  year.  The  tree  is  con- 
sidered a  "weed."  Its  vigorous 
growth  cuts  off  food  from  other, 
more  valuable  species.  Its  "life 
span"  in  comparison  with  other 
trees  is  short.  After  a  few  vears 
the  Balsam  Fir  rots  in  the  core  and 
dies. 

Prior  to  this  year  Alberta  resi- 
dents could  obtain  Christmas  Trees 
from  farmers  who  cut  them  on  their 
own  land,  and  organizations  who 
imported  Douglas  Fir  from  British 
Columbia. 

Permits  are  available  from 
forestry  officers  throughout  the 
province.  • 


What  a  heyday  Albertans  would 
have  if  they  could  make  their 
Christmas  preparations  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  1905  business  condi- 
tions! Goods  and  services,  such  as 
the\-  were  then,  could  be  bought 
for  literally  "a  song." 

Those  bent  on  travelling  were 
offered  special  inducements.  For 
$55  you  could  buy  a  retimi-fare 
train  ticket  from  Edmonton  to 
eastern  Canada,  via  the  United 
States.  This  handsome  offer  was 
made  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
and  St.  Paul  Railwav  through  ad- 
vertisements appearing  in  Decem- 
ber issues  of  the  Daily  Edmonton 
Bulletin. 

The  stay-at-homes  were  not 
underprivileged  either.  Other  ad- 
vertisements of  that  time  offered 
cranberries  at  10  cents  per  pound 
and  ham  at  18  cents  a  pound.  Tur- 
ke\'s  were  quoted  at  "going  prices," 
which  presumably  varied  in  accord- 
ance with  the  best  bargain  that 
shops  could  drive  with  farm  sup- 
pliers. To  fortify  their  Christmas 
larder,  householders  could  buv 
seven-pound  pails  of  jam  for  65 
cents  and  two-pound  tins  of  Cove 
ovsters  for  25  cents.  Tea  sold  for 
45  cents  per  pound. 

A  leading  livery  establishment  in 
Edmonton  exhorted  prospective 
patrons  to  make  earlv  reservations 
for  transportation  on  Christmas 
Day.  The  tone  of  the  firm's  news- 
paper adyertisements  implied  there 
was  no  finer  way  for  a  "gentle- 
man" to  settle  an  over-bounteous 
Christmas  dinner  than  to  go  for  a 
jog  in  one  of  their  "carriages." 

A  gentlemen  of  that  day  could 
maintain  sartorial  splendor  at  little 
expense.  For  one  dollar  per  month 
he  could  have  two  suits  cleaned, 
repaired  and  pressed.  Package 
deals  M'ere  not  unheard  of  either; 
for  the  same  price  he  could  have 
his  shoes  shined  each  day,  includ- 
ing Sundays. 

The  round  of  Christmas  festivi- 
ties complete,  the  ordinary  man  of 
the  house  could  retire  secure  in 
the  knowledge  that  his  restbed  cost 
him  not  too  much— only  $9.50  for 
ornate  iron  bed  complete  with 
spring  and  mattress.  • 

Metis  Children 
Get  Party  Grant 

The  age-old  spirit  of  Christmas 
radiates  through  all  Alberta  com- 
munities, stretching  even  to  the  far 
northern  Metis  colonies.  The  Yule- 
tide  season  for  children  residing 
in  these  colonies  will  be  made 
brighter  by  the  Metis  Branch,  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  of  the 
Government  of  Alberta. 

Anv  teacher  at  the  13  govern- 
ment-operated  classrooms  who 
wishes  to  present  a  social  program 
or  concert  is  allowed  $25  from  the 
school  fund  to  help  pay  for  treats 
for  the  \'oungsters  and  aid  in  their 
concert.  In  addition  to  the  400- 
odd  pupils,  treats  will  also  be  pro- 
vided for  the  many  pre-schoolers 
who  visit  the  school  on  occasion 
of  the  Yule  parties.  • 


A  pair  of  painters  really  hit  the  roof 
ivhen,  they  take  on  the  job  of  bright- 
ening the  Legislature  Chamber  .  .  .  . 
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.  ...  of  the  Alberta  Government.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
crew,  they  are  using  up  more  ,  .  .  . 


.  .  .  .  than  75  gallons  of  paint  in  the 
job,  ivhich  requires  much  patience  to 
properly  cover  the  decorative  mouldings 
along  the  wall  and  ceiling.  When  the 
legislature  assembles  in  February,  the 
Chamber  will  be  sparkling  clean  in  its 
new  paint. 


Coming  Events 


January    7-10       Charles  E.  Frost  Company  Convention  _  Calgary 

January    9-11       Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  Convention  „  Edmonton 

January  11  Northwest  Chamber  of  Mines  Convention  Edmonton 

January  13-16       Prairie  Road  Builders  Association  Convention  Edmonton 

January  18-19       Alberta  Association  of  Architects  Convention  Edmonton 

January  18-19       Canadian  Rockies  Tourist  Association  Convention  Calgary 

January  21-22       Alberta  Land  Surveyors  Association  Convention  _  Calgary 

January  22-24       Law  Society  of  Alberta  Convention  „  Calgary 

January  28-30       Sherriffs  Corporation  Convention  _  _  Calgary 

January  28-30       Alberta  Co-operative  Union  Association  Convention  Edmonton 

February   7-  9  National  Association  of  Corrosion  Engineers  Convention,  Edmonton 

February  18-19     Alberta  Optometric  Association  Convention  Edmonton 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publi- 
cation designed  to  acquaint  the 
people  of  the  Province  with  the 
administration  and  services  of  the 
Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the 
republishing  of  any  material,  but  a 
credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  ad' 
dress  label  on  the  front  of  this  issue. 
No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  in- 
vited to  forward  their  names  and 
addresses  to:  ''Within  Our  Borders," 
Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Charge  Royalty  on  Xmas  Trees 
Sold  for  Gain  from  Crown  Land 
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1  JPage  of  Cftris^tmas;  Carols^ 

This  page  of  Christmas  Carols  was  specially  prepared  by  "Within  Our  Borders"  ior  use  at  Yuletide  parties  and 
get-to-gethers  in  the  hundreds  of  school  classrooms  throughout  the  Province  where  "Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  regular 
visitor.  With  it  goes  sincere  Season's  Greetings  from  staff  of  "Within  Our  Borders"  to  all  readers. 


IT  CAME  UPON  THE  MIDNIGHT  CLEAR 

It  came  upon  the  midnight  clear. 

That  glorious  song  of  old. 

From  angels  bending  near  the  earth. 

To  touch  their  harps  of  gold: 

"Peace  on  the  earth,  good  will  to  men, 

From  heav'n's  all  gracious  King: 

The  world  in  solemn  stillness  lay 

To  hear  the  angels  sing. 

Still  through  the  cloven  skies  they  come. 

With  peaceful  wings  unfurl'd; 

And  still  their  heav'nly  music  floats 

O'er  all  the  weary  world: 

Above  its  sad  and  lowly  plains 

They  bend  on  hov'ring  wing. 

And  ever  o'er  its  Babel  sounds 

The  blessed  angels  sing. 

O  ye,  beneath  life's  crushing  load. 
Whose  forms  are  bending  low. 
Who  toil  along  the  climbing  way 
With  painful  steps  and  slow! 
Look  now,  for  glad  and  golden  hours 
Come  swiftly  on  the  wing: 
O  rest  beside  the  weary  road. 
And  hear  the  angels  sing. 

For  lo!  the  days  are  hastening  on, 

By  prophets  seen  of  old. 

When  the  ever-circling  years, 

Shall  come  the  time  foretold, 

When  the  new  heaven  and  earth  shall  own 

The  Prince  of  Peace  their  King, 

And  the  whole  world  send  back  the  song 

Which  now  the  angels  sing. 


GOOD  KING  WENCESLAS 

Good  King  Wenceslas  look'd  out, 
On  the  Feast  of  Stephen, 
When  the  snow  lay  round  about. 
Deep  and  crisp  and  even: 
Brightly  shone  the  moon  that  night. 
Though  the  frost  was  cruel, 
When  the  poor  man  came  in  sight, 
Gath'ring  winter  fuel. 

"Hither,  page,  and  stand  by  me. 
If  thou  know'st  it,  telling. 
Yonder  peasant,  who  is  he? 
Where  and  what  his  dwelling?" 
"Sire,  he  lives  a  good  league  hence. 
Underneath  the  mountain; 
Right  against  the  forest  fence. 
By  Saint  Agnes'  Fountain." 

"Bring  me  flesh,  and  bring  me  wine. 
Bring  me  pine  logs  hither. 
Thou  and  I  will  see  him  dine. 
When  we  bear  them  thither." 
Page  and  monarch  forth  they  went, 
Forth  they  went  together; 
Through  the  rude  winds'  wild  lament. 
And  the  bitter  weather. 

"Sire  the  night  is  darker  now, 
And  the  wind  blows  stronger. 
Fails  my  heart,  I  know  not  how, 
I  can  go  no  longer. 
"Mark  my  footsteps,  my  good  page 
Tread  thou  in  them  boldly: 
Thou  shalt  find  the  winter's  rage 
Freeze  thy  blood  less  coldly." 

In  his  master's  steps  he  trod, 
Where  the  snow  lay  dinted; 
Heat  was  in  the  very  sod 
Which  the  saint  had  printed. 
Therefore,  Christian  men,  be  sure. 
Wealth  or  rank  possessing. 
Ye  who  now  will  bless  the  poor. 
Shall  yourselves  find  blessing. 


SILENT  NIGHT,  HOLY  NIGHT 

Silent  night,  Holy  night! 

All  is  calm,  all  is  bright, 

'Round  yon  Virgin  Mother  and  Child, 

Holy  infant  so  tender  and  mild. 

Sleep  in  heavenly  peace. 

Sleep  in  heavenly  peace. 

Silent  night,  holy  night. 

Son  of  God,  Love's  pure  light. 

Radiant  beams  from  Thy  holy  face. 

With  the  dawn  of  redeeming  grace, 

lesus.  Lord,  at  Thy  birth, 

Jesus,  Lord,  at  Thy  birth. 

Silent  night.  Holy  night. 
Shepherds  quake  at  the  sight. 
Glories  stream  fram  heoTen  afar 
Heav'nly  hosts  sing  Alleluia; 
Christ,  the  Saviour,  is  born, 
Christ,  the  Saviour,  is  born. 


O  LITTLE  TOWN  OF  BETHLEHEM 

O  little  town  of  Bethlehem, 

How  still  we  see  thee  lie. 

Above  thy  deep  and  dreamless  sleep 

The  silent  stars  go  by 

Yet  in  thy  dark  streets  shineth 

The  ever  lasting  light. 

The  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years. 

Are  met  in  Thee  tonight. 

For  Christ  is  born  of  Mary 

And  gathered  all  above. 

While  Mortals  sleep,  the  angels  keep 

Their  watch  of  wond'ring  love 

O  morning  stars,  together 

Proclaim  the  holy  birth. 

And  praises  sing  to  God  the  King, 

And  peace  to  men  on  earth. 

How  silently,  how  silently 

The  wond'rous  gift  is  given: 

So  God  imparts  to  human  hearts 

The  blessings  of  His  heaven 

No  ear  may  hear  His  coming. 

But  in  this  world  of  sin. 

Where  meek  souls  will  receive  Him  still. 

The  dear  Christ  enters  in. 

O  holy  Child  of  Bethlehem, 

Descend  to  vis  we  pray. 

Cast  out  our  sin,  and  enter  in, 

Be  born  in  us  today. 

We  hear  the  Christmas  angels 

The  great  glad  tidings  tell; 

O  come  to  us,  abide  with  us. 

Our  Lord  Emmanuel. 


O  COME  ALL  YE  FAITHFUL 

O   come,  all  ye  faithful,   joyful  and  triumphant, 
O  come  ye,  O  come  ye  to  Bethlehem: 
Come  and  behold  Him,  born  the  King  of  angels: 
O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  O  come,  let  us  adore 
Him, 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  Christ,  the  Lord. 

Sing,  choir  of  angels,  sing  in  exultation. 
Sing,  all  ye  citizens  of  Heav'n  above: 
Glory  to  God,  in  the  highest: 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  O  come,  let  us  adore 
Him, 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  Christ,  the  Lord. 

Yea,  Lord,  we  greet  Thee,  born  this  happy  morning; 
Jesus,  to  Thee  be  glory  giv'n; 
Word  of  the  Father,  now  in  flesh  appearing: 
O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  O  come,  let  us  adore 
Him, 

O  come,  let  us  adore  Him,  Christ,  the  Lord. 


WE  THREE  KINGS  OF  ORIENT  ARE 

We  three  kings  of  Orient  are; 
Bearing  gifts  we  traverse  afar. 
Field  and  fountain,  moor  and  mountain. 
Following   yonder  Star. 
Chorus: 

O  Star  of  wonder.  Star  of  night. 
Star  with  royal  beauty  bright, 
Westward  leading,  still  proceeding. 
Guide  us  to  Thy  perfect  light. 
Melchoir: 

Born  a  King  on  Bethlehem's  plain, 
Gold  I  bring,  to  crown  Him  again, 

King  forever,   ceasing  never. 
Over  us  all   to  reign. 
Chorus. 
Caspar: 

Frankincense  to  offer  have  I, 
Incense  owns  a  Deity  nigh, 

Pray'r  and  praising,  all  men  raising 
Worship  Him,  God  most  high. 
Chorus. 
Balthazar: 

Myrrh  is  mine,  its  bitter  perfume. 
Breathes  a  life  of  gathering  gloom. 

Sorrowing,  sighing,  bleeding,  dying 
Seal'd  in  the  stone-cold  tomb. 
Chorus. 

Glorious  now  behold  Him  arise. 
King  and  God  and  Sacrifice, 

Alleluia,  alleluia. 
Earth  to  the  heav'ns  replies. 
Chorus. 


All: 


AWAY  IN  THE  MANGER 

Away  in  a  manger,  no  crib  for  a  bed. 
The  little  Lord  Jesus  laid  down  His  sweet  head; 
The  stars  in  the  bright  sky  looked  down  where 
He  lay, 

Tho  little  Lord  Jesus,  asleep  on  the  hay. 
The  cattle  are  lowing,  the  Baby  awakes. 
But  little  Lord  Jesus  no  crying  He  makes; 
I  love  Thee,  Lord  Jesus.  Look  down  from  the  sky, 
And  stay  by  my  cradle  till  morning  is  nigh. 
Be  near  me.  Lord  Jesus,  I  ask  Thee  to  stay 
Close  by  me  forever,  and  love  me,  I  pray; 
Bless  all  the  dear  children  in  Thy  tender  care. 
And  take  us  to  heaven,  to  live  with  Thee,  there. 


THE  FIRST  NOWELL 

The  first  Nowell  the  angel  did  say 
Was  to  certain  poor  shepherds  in  fields  as  they  lay; 
In  fields  where  they  lay,  keeping  their  sheep 
On  a  cold  winter's  night  that  was  so  deep. 

Nowell,  Nowell,  Nowell,  Nowell, 

Born  is  the  King  of  Israel. 
They  looked  up  and  saw  a  star. 
Shining  in  the  East,  beyond  them  far. 
And  so  it  continued  both  day  and  night. 
And  to  the  earth  it  gave  great  light. 

Nowell,  etc. 
And  by  the  light  of  the  same  Star, 
Three  Wisemen  came  from  country  far; 
And  to  follow  the  Star  wherever  it  went. 
To  seek  for  a  King  was  their  intent, 

Nowell,  etc. 
This  Star  drew  nigh  to  the  northwest. 
O'er  Bethlehem  it  took  its  rest. 
And  there  it  did  both  stop  and  stay. 
Right  over  the  place  where  Jesus  lay. 

Nowell,  etc. 
Then  entered  in  those  Wisemen  three. 
Full  reverently  upon  their  knee. 
And  offered  there,  in  His  Presence, 
Their  gold,  and  myrrh,  and  frankincense. 

Nowell,  etc. 
Then  let  us  all  with  one  accord, 
Sing  praises  to  our  Heavenly  Lord, 
That  hath  made  Heaven  and  earth  of  nought. 
And  with  His  blood  mankind  hath  bought, 

Nowell,  etc:. 


